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appointed to judge according to law and equity, ye are
prevaricators; ye have betrayed your trust, falsified
your consciences, and have endeavored to practice deceit
upon me ? * Such magistrates, therefore, ought not to be
continued in office; for, to suffer them still to be Judges
is to approve their conduct, and confirm their judgment.
But, destructive as the thunderbolt, the Monarch, ad-
dressing them, exclaims: (< Your sentence is too mild! It
is my will arbitrarily to increase punishment, that I may
prove myself the master of life and death!5> What lan-
guage, oh, God! from the mouth of a Zing whom thou
hast, appointed to be our protector, and not our ty-
rant !

Szekely would never have been condemned, had he
not been intimately connected with the Freemasons.
When the Emperor pronounced sentence against this un-
fortunate man, he forgot himself so far as to say, <c I will
let those gentry (the Freemasons) understand there is no
efficacy in their protection. *

Where, then, is the equity of a Monarch who thus pros-
titutes the power he is in possession of, to the destruc-
tion of one of the members of a society which he
detests ? Who would not smile contemptuously at the
poor malice of a peasant who should go in search of his
neighbor, after twilight, that he might unseen give him
a fillip on the nose, run away, and divert himself with
having played him so cunning a trick. Oh, Justice!
Justice! Shalt thou forever have eyes that thou mayst
not see?

Yes, debased, corrupted was the mouth which increased
the rigor of the sentence of Szekely, who previously had
been destined to languish eight years in prison. Joseph
has diminished the term of his detention. And are these,
then, thy favors, sceptered executioner? Yes, this favor
granted to a man of quality, who was for three succes-
sive days exposed in the pillory, resembles that which a
criminal, condemned to the gallows, should receive from
thee, whom thou shouldst permit to be racked upon the
wheel, because he was too feeble to mount the ladder.

Couldst thou have survived the shame of such a crime,
had not thy people themselves applauded thy fury ? Theades will be much rather suffered in Austria than instructive and
